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1 
POLICY PURPOSE

Internet use has become part of every day life and as such our Troop has opted to use this form of communication to share information amongst our members and the community at large. 
The purpose of this policy is to define the details of how a Troop WEB Page and the Internet will be used. It is our intention to keep our members safe from Internet predators while leveraging this tool as a way to enhance each family’s scouting experience.

2 POLICY OBJECTIVES
· We will maintain one site, with no secured area for Troop only information. This will 
facilitate ease of use and administration.
· The site will be searchable from Internet search engines for families and the community 
to find us.
· Absolutely no scout names, addresses, partial or otherwise. This is a youth protection 
issue and is a requirement to be listed on the Council web site.
· Scouter’s (adults) names and contact info could be published if authorized to do so. 
Some 
adults have said no, some have said yes. This could be very helpful. Our approach is to do 
this as little as possible.

· We would have links to and from the GRFC, FPC and other web sites deemed as valuable 
resources.

· Scouts photos without names would be used unless a parent prohibits us from doing 
so. Many of our scouts have been in newspapers and that information is available on the 
Internet, often with very specific information about them. Pictures with no names are 
supported by the GRF Council.
3 POLICY DETAILS
1. It is the intention of the Unit to utilize one Troop web site without managing a separate secured area to provide communication to both Troop families and the community at large. The web site will allow Internet ‘crawling’ and ‘caching’ to enable the Internet’s popular search engines like “Yahoo”, and “Google” to locate the Troop web site.

2. It is the intention of the Unit that the Troop web site be administered by an adult volunteer from within the Unit.      

3. While the Internet can provide a valuable tool for communication it must be realized that the potential exists for the misuse of the Internet and the information provided by persons with access to that information. Therefore it is the policy of the Unit that in no case will complete, or partial names, addresses, or telephone numbers of youth members of the Troop be published on the web site. Adult volunteers names, email address and, or phone numbers may be included only where those adults have authorized the Unit to publish that information.

4. The Troop web site will not provide space to scouts or individuals for their own web pages. The Unit will not endorse or approve any private or commercial web site for content or value. It is the express intent of the Unit that the Troop web site will not provide any individual with personal or commercial gain.

5. The Troop web site will provide links which provide significant value (Unit approved links only) to scouts and leaders within the Troop.

6. All documents, illustrations, photographs and linked material must conform to the principles, policies and traditions of the Boy Scouts of America, the Gerald R. Ford Council (GRFC) and the Unit's chartering partner, First Presbyterian Church, Holland, Michigan.

7. The Troop web site will include photographs of scouts engaged in scouting activities unless a scout’s parent(s) has strictly forbid the Unit from doing so. Complete or partial names will not accompany any picture as stated above.
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